
Financing 
your solar 
ambitions
Power your solar strategy  
with flexible financing 



Solar power is a more accessible energy source 
than ever before, thanks to our flexible, transparent 
and simple-to-understand financing option. Our 
commercial funding option provide your business 
with a single contract that bundles together your 
assets, ongoing maintenance and financing. It can 
help you to deliver against both your environmental 
and economic goals – with a 100% renewable 
energy source, which can also delivers cost savings 
and budget predictability. 

Tackle rising energy  
costs with solar power
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Solar PV systems installed by 
Centrica Business Solutions 
globally, totalling 85 MW

of your grid consumption with 
clean power can typically be offset 

5 by a Solar PV installation.

reduction in your electricity costs can 
be achieved through Solar PV

7000

50%

30%

Unlock the benefits  
of financed Solar PV

When business finances are tight, investing in Solar PV 
might feel impossible. But that doesn’t have to be the case. 
Financing your installation can make it easier than ever for 
you to achieve your decarbonisation ambitions. We’re already 
helping thousands of organisations around the globe to access 
the finance they need to become a more sustainable business.  
 
As a business, you’re under pressure to control costs and to meet 
sustainability goals. Amid rising energy costs, the need for a 
reliable, clean energy source is clear. Reliance on fossil fuels  
is no longer a viable option.

For many organisations, the answer to improving energy performance 
and reducing reliance on the grid is a Solar Photovoltaic (PV) solution. 
Solar PV can help organisations:

 
If you’re looking for a 500kWp+ rooftop solar PV installation, or if 
you’re interested in a 1MW+ private wire ground mounted solar 
PV installation, please get in touch and we’d be happy to walk you 
through how financing your Solar PV installation would work.

  •   Be a sustainable business –  
It’s is 100% renewable, carbon-free 
and virtually silent – making it an 
environmentally responsible option 
that helps fight climate change.

  •   Reduce energy costs –  
Deliver energy savings by reducing 
your organisation’s electricity 
consumption from the grid and 
enable predictable operating 
expense forecasting into the future.

  •   Reduce reliance on the grid –  
Lower your organisation’s reliance 
on grid energy by generating your 
own electricity on-site, regardless  
of the weather conditions.

  •   Create new revenue streams – 
Generate revenue by selling excess 
energy generated by your solar 
system to the grid.

  •   Monetise unused space –  
Unused space now becomes a 
source of on-site energy generation, 
optimising your operations and 
adding value

  •   Improve reliability –  
The sun provides a consistent 
source of power, as solar generation 
is effective even on cloudy or rainy 
days
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Unlock the benefits  
of financed Solar PV

Combining our long history of leadership in the energy 
industry with a strong balance sheet, range of energy 
finance solutions and commercial expertise, we ensure 
your organisation delivers on its cost reduction,  
energy security and sustainability objectives.

Benefits to your business:

 Create a commercial 
agreement that suits your 

specific requirements, 
appetite for risk and 
financial objectives.

 Bundle solutions and 
services with a contract 

that includes technology, 
ongoing maintenance and 

energy finance.

  Eliminate the need for 
CAPEX and deliver cost 

predictability with Centrica 
or 3rd party provided 

financing.

Manage commercial risk 
with Centrica retaining 

responsibility for solution 
maintenance and 

availability.

Solar is a financially sound, affordable source of energy, and 
Centrica Business Solutions offers a range of funding options. 
Select the approach that meets your business objectives and 
goals. Regardless of which method you choose, going solar 
can help you save money and boost the profitability of your 
business.Centrica Business Solutions  
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potential offset of your
energy from your Solar PV 

solutions

upfront costs

£0

typically contract term

20 years

50%
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Your financing option in focus:
Power Purchase Agreement (PPA)

A PPA is a low-maintenance option for going solar and reducing 
your energy bill. This option is ideal for businesses who don’t 
have the capacity for a capital outlay. 

A Solar PV system is installed on your site, which is owned and 
maintained by Centrica Business Solutions. You purchase the 
low-cost solar electricity that’s generated from the system at 
a discounted rate for the term of the contract. This gives you 
complete predictability over your future energy costs and protects 
you from any fluctuations in the market price of grid energy.

Benefits include:

  •  No capital outlay needed.

  •   Immediate electricity savings.

  •   No ownership responsibilities.

  •   Simply purchase the generated power at a discounted rate.

  •   Cost predictability, with a commercial agreement that suits  
your financial objectives and risk appetite.

How does it work?:

  •   We install a Solar PV system on your property or site,  
which we continue to own.

  •   You pay for the electricity generated by the system at  
a kWh price that is typically lower than grid pricing.

  •    Wrap in operations and maintenance support within  
your commercial agreement to ensure performance.

  •   The relationship typically lasts for 20 years,  
with an option to extend beyond.Centrica Business Solutions  
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tons reduction  
in CO2 per year

kWh of electricity  
generated a year

Solar PV system

a year savings  
on electricity costs

of electricity needs met

of electricity  
usage offset

190

308 kW

£100,000

929K

100%

76%

Financed Solar in action

Top cosmetics company

In 2019, Trendcolor designed and built a new 12,500 square 
meter production plant. With a Solar PV system, they could 
reduce their energy costs, and strengthen their environmental 
credentials.

Their 308 kW Solar PV system was built in “turnkey” mode 
and satisfies all of their energy requirements. This means  
their entire operation is powered using renewable energy   
and they save £50,000 per year in energy costs.

Leading spice manufacturer

To reduce energy costs and carbon emissions, Olde 
Thompson decided to install a Solar PV solution on the  
roof of their production facility.

Financed under a Power Purchase Agreement (PPA), the 
installation required no capital outlay. Olde Thompson pay 
a fixed price for the electricity produced, giving budget 
predictability. In addition, the solution has offset 76% of 
their electricity usage, and has led to annual cost savings 
of £100,000.

Park district and recreation facility

In order to reduce energy costs and help the district achieve its 
sustainability goals, Centrica Business Solutions implemented 
a range of energy efficiency upgrades across Jurupa Area 
Recreation and Park District, including the installation 
of solar panels.

As a way of overcoming budget concerns, Centrica Business 
Solutions provided a budget-neutral funding solution that 
allowed the district to use its energy savings to cover project 
costs, avoiding up-front costs.
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Drive maximum value and futureproof your 
business, by combining your financed Solar PV 
installation with electric vehicle charging points  
and our energy insights solutions.

Tackle rising energy  
costs with solar power
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have businesses that are 
harnessing our energy 

insights solutions

sites around the world 
are harnessing our energy 

insights technology  
to collect data

8,500+

energy data is collected 
by our sensors, giving 

real-time visibility

78
countries

every
10sec

Case study

Zini is a manufacturer that produces handmade, fresh pasta, 
tortellini and ravioli from their 14 thousand square meter 
production facility in Milan.

Challenge 

Even when the environment was not considered as much as today, 
Zini had the theme of sustainability at their site, in part because 
their production site grew in an urban context.

Solution

In 2018, they began to collaborate with Centrica Business 
Solutions, implementing our energy insights solution on various 
production lines to monitor their electricity consumption.

Result

Thanks to the sensors, they were able to rationalise their energy 
consumption and modify their production processes, to reduce 
peaks in energy demand. When they later came to install a 
cogeneration solution, it meant it could be right-sized for  
their actual energy needs.

Our advanced energy insights solutions can provide visibility 
of how energy is being used across your entire operation. It 
can pinpoint areas of your business where energy is being 
wasted and uncover new opportunities to take your energy 
efficiency strategy to the next level. By optimising your energy 
consumption in this way, it will ensure your financed Solar PV 
installation has the maximum impact across your  
energy strategy. 

How does it work?:

  •   Data collection – Our self-powered and non-intrusive 
Panoramic Power wireless sensors collect real-time energy 
data from your energy consuming and generating equipment 
at a circuit-level of granularity.

  •   Data monitoring – The sensors deliver this data in real-time 
to our energy management platform, PowerRadar™,  
for analysis.

  •   Analysis and Action – PowerRadar™ provides a powerfully 
simple platform to understand your energy estate. This cloud-
based, secure software provides you with the flexibility to 
view and manage your energy from anywhere whilst  
retaining confidence that your data is secure.
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Power up the value of your 
Solar PV installation with 
energy insights solutions
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  Powering performance – waste less; pay less. 
We can help you to make energy easier to manage, while 
reducing energy usage and becoming more efficient.  
As well as helping you find savings, we can even help  
you to unlock new revenue from your energy-consuming  
and energy-generating assets.

  Powering resilience – keep your business on, 24/7. 
Business continuity is a key part of success. We can help 
you to manage commercial risk, support compliance, and 
increase the reliability of business assets. Our integrated 
energy solutions and full lifecycle support can help safeguard 
your organisation from commercial,  
regulatory and market risks.

 Powering sustainability  – We can help you to develop 
low-carbon strategies, reduce emissions and make the switch 
to renewable energy sources, enabling sustainable business 
practices. At the same time, we can help you develop a 
sustainable, growth-oriented energy strategy that enables 
you to respond quickly to opportunities and expectations – 
helping you on your pathway to net zero.

Energy - where it comes from and how we use it -  
is critical to sustainable business. We’re using more 
of it and paying more attention to where it comes 
from, how much we waste and how much it costs. 
There is an urgent need for a new approach to 
energy management.

We partner with organisations around the world 
to shape and deliver integrated energy solutions 
that accelerate their journey to a low-carbon future. 
We analyse, finance, install, operate and optimise 
energy, working across every energy source to deliver 
efficiency, resilience and sustainability. We can help 
you to combine a blend of services into an integrated 
energy solution – and deploy them in the right order 
for maximum impact, so you can balance the demands 
of planet and profit.

Why choose Centrica Business Solutions?

countries we operate 
in around the world

34

energy data points  
collected per  

month globally

38bn
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Find out more

At Centrica Business Solutions, we provide energy expertise and solutions 
to organisations around the world to improve their operational efficiency, 
increase resilience and help them become a sustainable business. 

We are part of Centrica plc, an international energy services and solutions 
company that’s focused on helping businesses and households to live 
sustainably, simply and affordably. 

To find out more about how we can help:

e: centricabusinesssolutions.UK@centrica.com
t: +44 208 191 7126  
w: centricabusinesssolutions.com

©2022 Centrica plc. Registered office: Millstream, Maidenhead Road, Windsor, Berkshire. SL4 5GD. Registered in England & Wales No 3033654 BRC-SOL-2022-6-UK-EN

https://www.centricabusinesssolutions.com/?utm_source=financed-solar&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=0000776+-+UKI_2022_SB_Financing+Solar+Brochure_Q3
https://www.youtube.com/c/CentricaBusinessSolutions
https://twitter.com/centricasoln_uk
https://www.linkedin.com/company/centrica-business-solutions-uk-&-ireland/
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